
Resolution No. 2020/21-63
Date: April 14, 2021

EMBRACE • ENGAGE •  EMPOWER

Resolution Supporting People of Asian Ancestry and Condemning Harassment, Violence

and Hatred toward People of Asian and Pacific Islander Descent

WHEREAS, the vision of Santa Rosa City Schools  is to “send students into the world empowered to find

purpose, think critically, embrace diversity, work together, and adapt to our changing planet, and live

healthy and fulfilling lives;” and

WHEREAS,  Santa Rosa City Schools is the district home to more than 1,628 students of Asian and Pacific

Islander descent, accounting for 10.6% of the student body, many from immigrant communities including

but not limited to Burmese, Cambodian, Vietnamese, Laotian, Chinese, Japanese,  Korean, Filipino,

Hmong, Hawaiian, Guamanian, Samoan, Tongan, Tahitian, Asian Indian, Pakistani, and multi-racial; and

WHEREAS, the Bay Area has seen an increase of physical attacks on Asian and Pacific Islander American

community members; hate crimes are on the rise during the COVID-19 pandemic and the reporting

center Stop AAPI Hate has chronicled at least 3,795 hate incidents against Asian and Pacific Islander

Americans since March of 2020; and violence against AAPI communities continues to increase in our

country; and

WHEREAS, the outbreak of SARS-Cov2 has been referred to as “Wuhan Virus,” “Kung Flu,” and “Chinese

Virus  in public discourse, and this inflammatory rhetoric has stigmatized members of the AAPI

communities, exacerbating the microaggressions and violence towards persons of AAPI ancestry; and

WHEREAS, people of Asian and Pacific Islander descent have suffered intense discrimination since

California’s earliest days, including, but not limited to, inhumane policies and treatment toward Chinese

immigrants in the goldmining era, the Chinese Exclusion Act, the persecution of Filipino American

workers, and the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II,  the rise in violence against

Asian Muslims and Sikhs after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks; and how we must acknowlege, learn and

teach this history to not repeat it; and

WHEREAS, the model minority myth promotes the stereotype that the AAPI community is a monolithic

group, a stereotype that invisibilizes the economic, academic and social struggles of our diverse

communities; and

1



WHEREAS, Santa Rosa City Schools Board of Education remains committed to creating a district-wide

Ethnic Studies program that highlights AAPI histories (along with Black, Latinx/Chicanx and

Native/Indigenous histories) to combat the anti-AAPI racism experienced by many AAPIs in our state and

country, with policy for this to be a graduation requirement in 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Santa Rosa City Schools Board of Education approved a call to action supporting BLACK

LIVES MATTER on June 10, 2020 that demonstrates support of those populations who suffer oppression,

violence, and hate  in our country; and

WHEREAS, Santa Rosa City Schools is committed to advocating for increased safety without increasing

policing or surveillance, inevitably affecting Black communities, AAPI immigrants, queer and trans AAPI

and Muslim people, and so many more; it is imperative to express solidarity with all communities that

experience racism and oppression; and

WHEREAS, in many school districts, fear of violence and harassment has been identified as a factor in

low rates of return to in-person instruction among Asian and Pacific Islander American students; and

WHEREAS, schools have an obligation not only to prepare students academically but to provide the

foundation for personal growth and responsible participation in civic life; and

WHEREAS, America’s diversity is a source of strength and prosperity and California’s vibrant communities

benefit from cultural contributions made by people of every ancestry; and

WHEREAS, President Biden issued a memorandum in January, 2021, that his administration condemns

and denounces acts of racism, xenophobia, and intolerance against AAPI communities; that the Federal

Government has a responsibility to prevent racism, xenophobia, and intolerance against everyone in

America, including Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders; that The Federal Government must recognize

that it has played a role in furthering these xenophobic sentiments through the actions of political

leaders, including references to the COVID-19 pandemic by the geographic location of its origin; that

such statements have stoked unfounded fears and perpetuated stigma about Asian Americans and

Pacific Islanders and have contributed to increasing rates of bullying, harassment, and hate crimes

against AAPI persons; and

WHEREAS, Santa Rosa City Schools Board of Education stands with the AAPI community and affirms its

commitment to the safety and well-being of Asian and Pacific Islander students, staff and community

members and ensure they know they are not alone and that they can speak against the spread of

bigotry; and

WHEREAS, our values of inclusiveness, humanity and respect demand that we support students of Asian

and Pacific Islander ancestry and the larger Asian and Pacific Islander American community in this

moment of national strife and at all times;
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WHEREAS, the Governing Board of the Santa Rosa City Schools condemns hatred, xenophobia,

harassment and violence towards people of Asian and Pacific Islander ancestry and commits to

educating our students and community of the common humanity that we share, to foster a supportive,

inclusive culture that fully embraces students of Asian and Pacific Islander descent and that we commit

to furthering educational justice so all our students can be free from oppression in order to fully learn

and thrive.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of Santa Rosa City Schools, reaffirms

and proactively implements all policies, practices and procedures to ensure that our AAPI students, staff,

families and community are not subjected to bias, harassment, discrimination, violence or retaliation;

and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, Santa Rosa City Schools will provide accurate, effective and unbiased messaging

related to the COVID-19 virus; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, Santa Rosa City Schools condemns any anti-Asian and Pacific Islander sentiments

targeting our AAPI students, staff, families and community; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, Santa Rosa City Schools will continue to commit resources to educate its

employees and identify resources to ensure curriculum and equity trainings are inclusive of AAPI

communities; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, Santa Rosa City Schools will commit to investing resources to reach Asian and

Pacific Islander parents, students, and community to support and inform them of defined efforts

specifically addressing anti-Asian and Pacific Islander bias, discrimination, and xenophobia; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, Santa Rosa City Schools commits to partnering with public and private

institutions/organizations working to address xenophobia and racism subjected to Asian and Pacific

Islanders in Santa Rosa; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, Santa Rosa City Schools invites other school districts and educational entities such

to join us in condemning xenophobic and racist attacks towards AAPI communities; and

FINALLY RESOLVED, Santa Rosa City Schools urges State Representatives, State Senators, and Governor

Newsom to take immediate action to ensure the safety of AAPI communities in the State of California.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Governing Board of the Santa Rosa City Schools District on the 14th day of

April, 2021.

_________________________________________ _____________________

Ever Flores, Clerk of the Board Date
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